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This year 16 cars went to Apple Hill (11 model Aõs and 5 modern cars) for a total of 31 

Diablo A -ers who enjoyed this event.  All but three of the cars met at Millerõs Caf® in 

Antioch on Friday morning with remaining three cars meeting us at the Hotel in Plac-

erville.   

 

We traveled on mostly back roads, stopping for lunch at Bertõs Diner in Sheldon.   

We arrived at the Best Western on Missouri Flats Road in Placerville in time to relax a 

bit before dinner.  Most of us walked over to the Mexican restaurant next to the hotel 

and enjoyed a great meal.  Since there were so many of us, it could have been a 

challenge to get us all seated.  Thanks to Bill Pugh, Ed James and others, we all got 

tables in groups of 4 or 6 and left with contentedly full tummies.  Let it never be said 

that the Diablo A -ers ever go hungry.  After dinner, we watched the Hubley car 

races in the hotelõs meeting room and were treated to generous scoops of delicious 

flavors of Cold Stone ice cream.  

   

 Saturday morning, after breakfast, there were lots of choices of things to do:  tours 

around the Placerville countryside, wineries to visit, downtown shopping and eating, 

etc.  Herb had offered to lead anyone from our club on a tour to see the highest 

bridge in California (the 4th highest bridge in the US).  We were pleasantly surprised 

to find out that many of our club members were lined up and ready to go on this 

òimpromptuó tour.  So, off we went, taking an easy, beautiful ride on Hwy. 49, driving 

through Coloma, where gold was first discovered in 1848; and then through the town 

of Cool, another historic town, and before we knew it, we were looking up at the Au-

burn -Foresthill Bridge. The bridge spans the North Fork of the American River in Placer 

County between the city of Auburn and the town of Foresthill in the Sierra Nevada 

foothills.  Very picturesque, and we hope you enjoy some of the photos that were 

taken and are included in this write -up.  

Continued on Page 2  

P.O. Box 6125, Concord, CA 

General Membership  

Meetings held Third Friday of the month, 

at Faith Christian Fellowship Church, 860 

Bancroft Rd., Walnut Creek, doors open 

at 7:00 PM, meeting at 8:00 PM   

Guests are  welcome.  
November 15 ñPie Social 

Doors open at 6:30 PM, 

Pie Social at 

7:00 PM (see 

page 6  for 

assignments)  

2013 APPLE HILL TOUR ñ September 27 -30, 2013 



2 

 

 Apple Hill Continued  

We ate lunch at a Barbeque place in Cool.  There were lots of choices on the menu, including a cheese 

and chicken quesadilla enjoyed by Marilyn, who shared a few bites with Little Bit, who loves chicken and 

cheese.  Since Marilyn stayed with Little Bit in the parking lot, she had lots of company as people arrived 

to have lunch in the restaurant.  Weõll never get over how enjoyable it is talk to people who stop and ad-

mire our cars, wherever we are.  
 

 

 

Saturday night, everyone split up in groups to drive to local restaurants.  We heard that some went to 

Powellõs in downtown Placerville for oysters and seafood, and others went to Diamond Springs to the his-

toric Diamond Springs Hotel for a delicious prime rib dinner.  Once again, we ended the day with con-

tentedly full tummies.  

 

Sunday morning, after breakfast (yes, more food), we checked out the list of winners for the Raffle prizes, 

and then made choices as to what each of us wanted to do before the barbeque at the Waldron es-

tate.  Some had fun with Gymkhana, while others went to the NCRG meeting at the Waldron estate.  Af-

ter the awards were presented for the Gymkhana winners, we enjoyed a delicious catered barbeque 

and choice of apple pie, apple cake, or apple dumpling for dessert.  We drove back to the hotel and 

enjoyed a nice time of relaxing by the pool ð one couple took advantage of the warm spa followed by 

a dip in the swimming pool.  

 

 

 

Monday morning, we lined up and headed down the hill for home.  We are so thankful that there were 

no major car problems, and everyone arrived home safe and sound.  

 

 

    Your Tour Leaders,  

 

   Herb and Marilyn  
 

 

 

 

 

Please welcome 

new members:  

Kon & Janet Andronis  
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 OCTOBER 2013 MYSTERY TOUR RECAP 

ñ Is it the Journey or the Destination ?  

 

Tom and Barbara Sharman and Lynn and Bob Grady, 

2 reluctant couples, (remember they received the 

white towels at the last 2012 Mystery Tour) gathered 

together early January 2013 to plan the October Mys-

tery Tour. Destinations were tossed around and the 

John Steinbeck Museum in Salinas sounded original 

and interesting, thus the journey begins. Ken and 

Elaine Matheson were asked to be a 3rd couple and 

agreed to help. Many trips to Salinas were taken to 

find an ideal Model A route, a suitable hotel and a 

dining venue for the banquet.  

 

 

 

On Saturday morning, 7:30 am, October 19th, 13 

Model A's and 8 modern cars assembled at Best Buy. 

The weather was cool and sunny, perfect for a Model 

A tour. Clue #1 was distributed and the cars were 

sent on their merry way with their goody bags.  

 

First stop was in Sunol and everyone commented on 

the pretty ride from Pleasant Hill.  

 

 

 

Second stop was along the way near Morgan Hill 

where sandwiches were handed out.  

 

Third stop was San Juan Bautista for the final clue dis-

tribution with instructions to the John Steinbeck Mu-

seum and Best Western Motel Salinas.  

 

THE JOURNEY ñ Kudos to Bob and Tom who found 

the Model A roads, suitable for our cars. Please note 

that Bob Grady traveled to Salinas on his own to per-

fect the route. The cars faired well, coming over the 

Sunol grade, steep but steady. Sorry Alex for the bro-

ken fan belt and Denny needs a new set of points. 

On the last leg of the tour, it was amazing to see the 

Model A's master the steep and windy road, they 

seemed to be in their natural element. The view of 

the Salinas Valley was breathtaking, in more ways 

than one. Kudos also to the experienced and brave 

drivers of the Model A's and the clue interpreters. 136 

miles were traveled by all, Pleasant Hill to Salinas.  

Continued on Page 4  

 

 

Support our advertisers because they support us!  
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Mystery Tour Continued  

 

THE DESTINATION ñ- After a challenging road trip, we 

finally gathered at the museum to learn about John 

Steinbeck, his career, and his literature that exemplifies 

life in Salinas, California and the Great Depression. Hope 

you enjoyed it.  

 

After check -in at the Best Western Salinas (amid the 

leaky pipes), and a brief rest, we all motored to Gino's, 

an Italian restaurant, for the buffet banquet.  

 

Some arrived in Model A era clothing including Ma & Pa 

Joad from The Grapes of Wrath , Ma and Pa Kettle and 

Minnie Pearl to elegant Model A dresses and some fabu-

lous hats. Prizes were awarded for mileage and destina-

tion guesses along with a raffle and a funny personal bet 

between Bob Grady and Steve Wilson. Good food and 

good times were had by all.  

 

 

WHATEVER THE JOURNEY IS, IT'S NOT ONLY THE DESTINA-

TION THAT MATTERS, BUT THE PEOPLE WITH WHOM YOU 

TRAVEL. 
 

We are so fortunate to have such a friendly and fun 

Model A Club. We look forward to the 2014 Mystery Tour, 

thank -you Marty Larsen, Ed James and Bill Pugh for step-

ping up to the plate.  
 

Tom and Barbara, Lynn and Bob, Ken and Elaine  
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Moto -Meter  
Elected Officials 2013  

Board of Directors  
President  

Doug Freeman (925) 682 -6819 

Vice -President  

Barry Callister  (925) 754 -5366 

Secretary  

Marilyn Neumann  (925)687 -4691 

Treasurer 

Michelle Webber (925) 830 -1599 

Tour Coordinator  

Ron Wolfman (925) 287 -1766 

Past President  

Ed James (925) 837 -0851 

Editor 

June Rosploch  

(925) 864-4323 

Editor@DiabloAs.com  

Appointed Services  
ACCC Representative  

Herb Neumann  

Refreshments Co -Coordinator  

Ceil Callister  

NCRG Representative  

Bill Pugh 

Photographers  

Alicia Watson & Bill Truesdell  

Advertising/Public Relations  

Marilyn Neumann, Bob Grady/Bob Rigor  

Sunshine Reporter / Club Vests  

Elsie Boarman / Marge Tait  

Roster Manager  

Bill Pugh 

Video Coordinator  

Bill Truesdell 

Webmaster  

Steve Mick  

 
The Moto -Meter : The Moto -Meter is the official publi-

cation of the Diablo Aõs Chapter of the Model A 

Ford Club of America. The Moto -Meter is  published 

once a month and is sent to each member in good 

standing and other Model A Ford Clubs in exchange 

for their publication. The Moto -Meter takes no re-

sponsibility for the accuracy of materials, dates, 

places, etc. of its contents. The Moto -Meter wel-

comes any  article, artwork or suggestions. Please 

submit all materials by the first Tuesday of the month.  

Meetings : Meetings are held on the third Friday of  

the  month  at 8:00 PM at Faith Christian Fellowship 

Church at 860 Bancroft Rd., in Walnut Creek unless 

otherwise indicated in the Calendar of Events. 

GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME. 

Membership : Membership in the Model A Ford Club 

is not a prerequisite to join The Diablo Aõs. Both 

MAFCA and The Diablo Aõs membership  com-

mence on January 1st, and expire on December 

31st. MAFCA dues are $40.00 (MAFCA, 250 Cypress 

Ave., La Habra, CA 90631, www.MAFCA.com  ).  The 

Diablo Aõs dues  of  $45.00  per family  is  payable to 

the treasurer. Subscriptions to the Moto -Meter are 

$15.00 per year.  

Diablo Aõs Model A Ford Club mailing address: 

P.O. Box 6125 

Concord, CA 94524  

 

We thank the various clubs for the use of the many 

articles, jokes, fashion and technical advice that we 

have used. Permission to reproduce items in The 

Moto -Meter is hereby granted provided credit is 

given to The Moto -Meter.  

 
 

The Tire Dealer ð Doug Freeman  

 
Another Mystery Tour has come and gone, ten miles 

of really crooked road dodging bikers all the way.  I have 

not been on any of those roads before and what a view we 

all had!  There was a couple of route changes, at the elev-

enth hour, and yours truly spent about ½ hour going around 

a four block TWICE.  We finally found the parking garage 

and all was well after that.  The tour of the museum was a 

bit distracting with all the wine, cheese tasting and a num-

ber of bands playing.  The museum staff failed to mention, 

to our tour planners, that our visit was also the weekend of 

wine and cheese tasting in òOle Downtown Salinasó and in-

cluded the museum.  The banquet evening meal was a 

great place and the food was super, more than any of us 

could eat.  

The ballots that have been returned to me, for the 

election of 2014 officers, has been a little bit disappointing.  

To date (beginning the last week in October) I have re-

ceived 15 ballots and we have two people running for the 

office of the Vice -President.  So, this year your vote does 

count.  The final date for ballots to be in my hands is No-

vember 15 th, next general meeting night.  

Back fifty years ago or so, when the Model A Ford 

hobby was just getting started, the trend was on the restora-

tion of your car or truck to how Henry would have had it left 

the Ford factory.  Touring to local and National Meets was a 

big thing and the showing of the cars was also a very big 

event.  Now we seemed to have more touring and less 

showing which is good for the hobby, but with this increased 

in touring we have more modification.  Modification such 

as: 16 inch wheels; 12 volt battery systems; alternators; over-

drives; solid state ignitions; air conditioning; late Ford truck 

steering boxes; etc.  Most of these modifications improve 

the drivability of your car or truck, but are we in danger of 

losing the òflavoró of the Model A Ford and perhaps missing 

out on some of the fun it was to own one with original 

equipment?  I hope not.  

Tips from the garage:   I finally got the new engine in 

the Victoria running, but it did not run very good, for I could 

not get the engine to idle.  After three carburetors later, I 

asked the question and was told that I probably had a tour-

ing cam in the new engine and would not idle down like an 

old A or B.  I can report that the high end is good, but I miss 

the òka-puka, ka -pukaó. 
 
   

 
 

mailto:editor@diabloas.com
http://www.mafca.com/
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Sunshine  

Report  
 

Elsie Boarman  CLASSIFIED 

 

 
TECHNICAL SEMINARS  

  

 

 
FOR SALE: 1931 Model A Slant/windshield  

 This 4 door Model A is in Concord. Asking $17,750  

 Exterior Black and light brown, Interior Brown, Mileage 

42729, 12 volt system, Volvo overdrive, 4 new Good-

year white wall tires and tubes, 4 rims powder 

coated. This is a California car, I have the original bill 

of sale,  All numbers match.  

 Contact Noonie @ 925 -827-8929 

 Upon request we can email additional pictures.  

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR SALE: CAST IRON BRAKE DRUMS 

 Ed James is stocking cast iron brake drums in the bay 

area for Mel Gross.  These are quality, proven drums. 

You can pick them up and save the freight from Los 

Angeles.  Full set (front and rear) for $270 plus studs for 

$20 set.   

 Call Ed James, 925 -837-0851. 

FOR SALE: 1930 MURRAY TOWN SEDAN 

Orig./un -restored copra/chicle Carry King trunk 

$12,000, Contact: Tom Murray 510 -351-7840 

SEEKING:  MODEL A CENTER CROSS MEMBER 

 Also seeking a 1935 or 36 Ford rear end for my speed-

ster project. Blue Moon Café bench racing sessions 

most weekday afternoons. Call Concord Ed 925 -686-

4281 cell 925 -348-3012 please leave message.  

FOR RENT: CABIN, WEST SHORE  LAKE TAHOE 

  3 bedroom, 2 bath, sleeps 6. Close to South Lake, 

Meeks Bay and Sugar Pine Park. Two blocks from the 

lake. Attractive rates for Diablo Aõs.  

 Call Pam Lee, 925 -689-9226.  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

   The acorns and the leaves in my yard are sure 

letting me know, Fall  is in the air.  

 I heard the Mystery Tour was a great success.  

 We havenõt seen Roger and Donna Staggs for a 

while, but theyõll be going to the Christmas Party.  

 The light on top of Mt. Diablo was recently refur-

bished and a picture of the Pearl Harbor Survivors 

was in the  Times newspaper, which included John 

Tait.  

 Cards and good thoughts are re-

quested to be sent to Paula Belden.  

She had knee replacement surgery 

and is not recovering very well.  Her 

sister Dana, from Tennessee, is living with her.  

 Our sad news is Jerry Belden is in a skilled nursing 

home. He has Parkinson's which came on quickly, in 

March. He was okay, able to walk and eat; how-

ever, by August he had to go into a nursing home as 

he was unable to walk or feed himself.  

 Elsie Goines is still living by herself and seems to 

be doing really well.  

 Happy Thanksgiving to you all.  
Happy Aõing, Elsie  
 

Mike Garfinkle, Owner  

Early 2014 ðHorn 101  

By Herb & Doug 
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UPCOMING 2013 TOURS & EVENTS 
  

Nov. 11ñAntioch Veterans Day Parade  

 Bob & Sandi Rigor ( more details on this page)  

Nov. 16ñWestern Railway Museum,   Suisun   

 Wayne & Peggy English  (more details on this page)  

Nov.16ñEnduring Aõs Indoor Swap Meet, Albany, Oregon 

Nov.30 ñ Christmas Banquet -Oakhurst Country Club  

Herb & Marilyn Neumann  

(reservation form on page 8)  

Dec, 4 -8-MAFCA National Banquet, San Antonio, TX  

Jan. 19ñSunday Brunch, San Ramon  

 Lloyd Harrich & Michelle Webber  

Jan, 25 -26, 2014-Turlock Swap Meet, Hosed by Modesto 

 Area Aõs 

For tour updates go to w ww.DiabloAs.com  

 

Friendly Reminders  

MEETING REMINDERS 

 
 

November 15 -Pie Social  
 Doors open at 6:30 PM,  Pie 

Social at 7:00 PM.  

 Assignments: KñW Pie 

 

 

2013 Board Meetings Schedule  

  

Monday, Dec. 2 ñEd James  

Board meetings  at 7:00 p.m. unless specified otherwise. 

Please R.S.V.P.  
 

Nov. 11ñAntioch Veterans Day Parade  

For more information contact Tour 

LeadersñBob & Sandi Rigor  

The Veterans Day Parade 

queue -up time is no later than 9:00 

AM. Those living on the "East Side" of 

the county should be at the parade 

staging area (Antioch Marina & 2nd 

St.) by 8:55 AM, and check in, if we on 

the West are not there yet.  On this side of the hill, we 

will depart from STARBUCKS in Dana Plaza on Concord 

Blvd. at 8:30 AM.  

We have 5 cars going.  More are re-

quested; if you can join in please call Bob Rigor.  

This is a very special parade dedicated to the 

POW/MIA's of all wars.  
  
Nov. 16ñWestern Railway Museum Tour     

Come join us Nov. 16 to the Western 

Railway Museum.   

(5848 State Highway 12, Suisun, CA)  

For more information contact Tour 

LeadersñWayne & Peggy English 925 -

682-3759. 

 We will leave Harbor Freight 

at 9:15 am and caravan to Miller's 

Café off of Hillcrest Ave. in Antioch to pick up the east 

contingent and leave there at 9:45. The museum 

opens at 10:30am.Regular interurban operations at 

11am, 12:30pm, 2pm and 3:30pm.  Streetcar rides 

every 30 minutes.  Admission: Adults $10, Seniors (over 

65) $9, Children (2 -14) $7.  

 Lunch is planned at Foster's Bighorn restau-

rant in Rio Vista (143 Main Street) at 1:30. Group will 

leave the museum for the restaurant at 1:00 PM.  
 

Nov.30 ñ Christmas Banquet -Oakhurst Country Club-

Herb & Marilyn Neumann  

(reservation form on page 8)  

 Please let Herb and Marilyn know if 

you will be able to attend.    

The deadline to sign up and also to pay 

($27.00 per person) is Friday, November 

15, which is the General Membership 

Meeting.  

 

 

 

 

 Happy  

Veterans 

Day 

Happy  

Thanksgiving 
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  BALLOT  

2014 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
     Vice President        Vice President 

 Marty Larson, Sue Lindstrom or___________ Marty Larson, Sue Lindstrom or _________________ 
 

       Secretary         Secretary 

 Diane Trimpey or ______________    Diane Trimpey or _________________ 
   

 Treasurer         Treasurer 

 Lanny Bright or ______________     Lanny Bright or _________________ 
 

 Tour Coordinator        Tour Coordinator  

 Reyanne Freeman or _____________           Reyanne Freeman or ______________ 
 

 Editor            Editor  

 June Rosploch or _____________    June Rosploch or ________________ 

 

    Circle your choice or write in an alternative - Please Note: Each adult member in a household has a vote!  

Mail your ballot to Doug Freeman, 1843 Jefferson St. Concord, CA 94521 by November 15  

or bring your ballot to the November meeting.  
 

 Diablo Aõs Christmas Banquet 

Oakhurst Country Club    

   Saturday, November 30, 2012  

  

We will have passed Appetizers beginning at 6:00pm along with a no-host bar.   

  

Dinner at 7:00pm - please choose from one of entrees listed below. 

  

Dessert will follow dinner with Coffee and Tea service. 

  

Cost for dinner is $27 per person. 

  

Please bring your choice for dinner and your payment (cash, or checks made out to the Diablo A's) to the 

November 15 General Meeting.  See Marilyn or Herb Neumann with your dinner choice and payment. 

  

Thank you! We are looking forward to another fun and enjoyable Christmas Party. 

  

Herb & Marilyn 

 

Name (s) ________________________________________________________ 

 

Entrée Choice:    

________# Braised Beef  (cabernet demi-glace), potatoes & seasonal vegetables 

________# Chicken Santa Cruz (artichoke and mushroom sauce), potatoes & seasonal vegetables 

________# Seasonal white fish, rice and seasonal vegetables 

_______# attending  X $27 = _______________ 

 

MAFCA News  
 

Odds & Ends  


